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Sponsors for “Missionary for a Day” 

As part of my fundraising campaign for this year, I 
asked my family and friends to pick a day to sponsor 
me. Here are the days you have sponsored since 
August 1, 2015: 

 August 19: Doris & Russ Creaser (birthday and 
wedding anniversary) 

 August 29: Laura & Jim Dontje Lindell (baptismal 
anniversary) 

 September 1: Shirlee Jellum (first day of school in 
White Salmon, WA) 

 October 16: Laura & Jim Dontje Lindell (baptismal 
anniversary) 

 November 1: John & Darlene Lampe (All Saint’s 
Day, ‘Mindenszentek’ in Hungary) 

“Hey! How’s Hungary?” 

After 4 weeks of various orientations around the 

world, I finally arrived in Miskolc, Hungary on 

September 15. It’s a city of about 160,000 people in 

the northeastern part of the country, and has an 

extensive public transportation system with buses 

and trams. There are many sights to see around the 

city, including the Castle of Diósgyőr and 

Miskolctapolca (natural hot springs in a cave). 

Surrounding Miskolc are opportunities for hiking, 

mountain biking, and many small villages.  

I live in a one-bedroom flat attached to the 

kindergarten that’s part of the Lutheran school, so I 

have a playground in my backyard! It’s about 3 

minutes to walk to the main downtown street, 

Széchenyi Utca, where there are many different kinds 

of shops, bakeries, cafés, and restaurants. On the 

weekends, there are often festivals and events 

happening downtown that are fun to check out.  

The name of the school I work at is Kossuth Lajos 

Evangélikus Átlalános Iskola, where I assist with and 

teach middle- and high-school English classes. I visit 

the various classes only once per week, so it’s been 

fun and challenging to begin to get to know the 

students and speak English with them. Several 

classes are using the same book, and one day we 

got to talk about strange foods (they were reading a 

story about durian, a southeast Asian fruit). I shared 

with the classes American foods that may seem 

strange (potato salad, s’mores, peanut butter, and 

sweet foods for breakfast). Their textbooks teach 

British English, so sometimes I can teach them 

American English phrases or slang words. The 

classrooms all have projectors, and most rooms have 

smartboards. There are about 600 students total in 

the high school. 

During my free time, I have enjoyed running around 

Miskolc, and even ran my first 10-k on October 25! 

On the weekends, my colleagues have invited me to 

do things like hike in the mountains, pick grapes at 

their vineyard, or to come over for lunch. 
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Young Zsombi helps Laszlo 

make babgulyas (bean and 

meat stew) the traditional 

way: outside, in a giant pot 

over a fire, stirred with a 

giant paddle-spoon 

I ran my first 10-k (6.2 

miles) at the 

Friendship (Barátsag) 

Run in Miskolc 



Blog: kirsteninhungary.wordpress.com Email: kirstenlarsen1285@gmail.com 

 Essential and fun Hungarian words & 
phrases 

Jó napot! Good afternoon! 
Sziasztok! Hi! / Bye! (plural informal) 
Beszélek egy kicskit magyarul.  
  I speak a little Hungarian. 
Tolalkozunk… We meet… 
Tessék! 1) Here you go!  2) What did 

you say? 3) Really! (It’s a useful 
general exclamation) 

Leves  soup 
Gyümölcs fruit 
Zöldség vegetable 
Hús  meat 
Egy  one, a 
Kettő, két two 
Három  three 
Négy  four 
Öt  five 
Hat  six 
Hét  seven 
Nyolc  eight 
Kilenc  nine 
Tíz  ten 

Kirsten in Hungary November 1, 2015 

Orientation in Chicago 
A year of service with Young Adults in Global 
Mission begins with a week-long orientation at the 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. On 
August 19, the 74 of us gathered before being sent 
off to our various countries: Argentina/ Uruguay, 
Cambodia, Central Europe, Jerusalem/West Bank, 
Madagascar, Mexico, Rwanda, Southern Africa, 
and the United Kingdom. Some of our sessions 
were titled “Called to the Journey”, “Religious 
Pluralism”, “Self-Care”, and “Engaging Global 
Issues as People of Faith”. We discussed many 
tough topics, but it was helpful to raise awareness 
of issues we will face throughout the year. We also 
had a chance to explore the city of Chicago, and 
our Central Europe group ate at a Hungarian-Polish 
restaurant. 
Orientation in Hungary 
After a layover in Amsterdam, our group arrived in 
Budapest on August 27, and went to the Lutheran 
retreat center in Révfülöp, a small town on Lake 
Balaton. We stayed for two weeks to get to know 
each other and our new country coordinator, 
Rachel, and to learn Hungarian. Some of my 
favorite and most useful words are included in this 
newsletter. To conclude orientation, we spent 5 
days in Budapest to visit the Hungarian Lutheran 
national church offices, see some city sites, and do 
a workshop with Phiren Amenca, an organization 
that connects Roma and non-Roma young people 
through events, conversation and activism. 
 

Encounters Through Music 
In my first week in Miskolc, I witnessed several 
instances of how music has the power to connect 
people across age, language, and general 
cultural barriers. On Wednesday afternoons, I sit 
in on the Bible lesson the chaplain does with the 
kindergarteners. The kids sang “This Little Light 
of Mine” in Hungarian. I tried to teach them the 
words in English, but we managed to just do the 
actions together. There were a lot of smiles and 
laughter! 
Later in my first week, my site supervisor, Orsi, 
invited me to the music class she was 
substituting for. One of the students showed me 
the chords to “All of Me” by John Legend, and the 
entire class sang along. It was so cool to all be 
singing the same song, even if we didn’t speak 
the same language. 
On Thursday evenings, I rehearse with the 
Lutheran choir. We have been practicing Amint 
Vagyok (Just as I am, without one plea), Ujjongva 
zeng a Mindenség (Joy to the World), among 
other pieces with familiar tunes. Even though I 
don’t understand the words yet, it is so comforting 
to sing well-known Lutheran songs as I am 
beginning to live in a new country for a year. 

Please pray for YAGM Central Europe! L-R: Hope, 
Charlotte, Kirsten, Jonathan, Sara, Andrew, and Aliyah 


