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Sponsors for “Missionary for a Day” 

As part of my fundraising campaign for this year, I 
asked my family and friends to pick a day to sponsor 
me. Here are the days you have sponsored since 
November 1, 2015: 

 November 1: John & Darlene Lampe (All Saint’s 
Day, ‘Mindenszentek’ in Hungary) 

 November 21: Doris and Russ Creaser (in honor 
of Doris’ birthday) 

 November 26: Barb Regner and Ann Bjertness (in 
honor of Thanksgiving) 

 November 29 – December 5: Sarah Rowen (in 
honor of the first week of Advent) 

Phiren Amenca Workshop 

In early December, we gathered in Budapest for a 

workshop titled, "Volunteerism to Challenge Stereotypes 

and Antigypsyism". Along with three other Phiren 

Amenca volunteers, and three volunteers working in a 

Romanian village, the 13 of us shared stories from our 

sites and our experiences with Roma communities. 

There is so much history about the Roma in Europe, and 

I'm only beginning to understand it. In my day-to-day 

life, I do not interact with many Roma people, because 

there are only a few Roma students at the high school I 

work at, though there is a significant population of Roma 

in Miskolc and the surrounding area. Cultural 

educational activities, like this workshop, are naturally a 

part of the YAGM program in Central Europe, and it 

was helpful for me to learn more about Roma history 

and the current events. 

On Saturday afternoon, we visited the Roma Holocaust 

Centre. It's a newer museum, with detailed exhibits 

about Roma history, discrimination in the 20th century, 

and the violence they experienced during World War II. 

It's difficult to know how many Romani died in the 

Holocaust, but estimates range from 200,000 to over 

1,000,000. We all learned about the Jewish Holocaust in 

school, but the Roma were just a side note at the end of 

the chapter, along with LGBT and disabled people. 

Many Roma were victims of experimental medical 

procedures and other horrific, immoral tortures during 

the Holocaust. 
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The Roma Holocaust Memorial in Budapest 

Our workshop concluded with a visit to Roma Holocaust memorial, right on the Danube River. It had 

been vandalized, so we gathered with Roma activists and community members to clean it up. It was 

incredibly moving to watch them scrub the paint off, knowing how hard they have worked and will 

continue to work for Roma rights. We concluded by holding hands, encircling the monument, and singing 

“We Shall Overcome”. Though their personal experiences are not my own, I do have a responsibility to 

educate myself about the issues, and to share their stories. Despite all of the discrimination, hatred, and 

violence that we talked about all weekend, we stood in solidarity with our Roma brothers and sisters, 

accompanying them in their struggles and stories.  
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Essential and fun Hungarian words & 
phrases 

Hol van a…? Where is the…? 
Következö next 
Indulás  departures 
Erkezés arrivals 
Milyen az idő? What’s the weather 

like? 
Hideg van. It’s cold. 
Meleg van. It’s hot. 
Fúj a szél. It’s windy. 
Süt a nap. It’s sunny. 
Esik az eső. It’s raining. 
Esik a hó. It’s snowing. 
Szenteste Christmas Eve 
Rénszarvas reindeer 
Miklos or Mikolas St. Nicholas 
Szerintem… I think… 
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Holidays, holidays, holidays! 
     Christmas is a special holiday all around the world, and 

Hungary is no exception. Advent is widely celebrated before 

Christmas: almost every home has an Advent wreath, where the 

candles are lit every Sunday in anticipation of Jesus’ birth. Most 

towns have a Christmas market, selling food, warm beverages, 

and handicraft gifts. The Miskolc Christmas market was about 2 

minutes from my flat, so it was fun to walk around and explore all 

the stalls. There was even a skating rink! 

      Along with an Advent wreath, homes are decorated with 

Christmas trees. Families will decorate the tree on December 24 

with lights, ornaments and garland, perhaps with some tinsel as 

well. On the top of the tree, you can either put a star, an angel, or 

a “csúcs” (“mountain peak” in English, looks like a steeple spire). 

The tree is also decorated with “szaloncukor”, a kind of flavored 

Christmas chocolate wrapped in colored foil. My favorite flavor is 

citrom-túró, it tastes like lemon cheesecake! 

     On Christmas Eve, I went with the school chaplain, Pál, and his 

wife to Slovakia. There are many small villages in Slovakia where 

Hungarian is still spoken, but the congregations are too small to 

have their own full-time Hungarian pastor. At each church, there 

was anywhere from 20 to 60 people, and there was even a short 

children’s program at two of the churches. We heard the story of 

Jesus’ birth from Luke’s gospel, and we sang traditional Hungarian 

Christmas hymns, like "Mennyből az angyal” and “Pásztorok, 

pásztorok”, as well as “Csendes éj” (Silent Night). Following the 

last worship, we ate dinner with a congregation member’s family, 

a delicious meal of sausage mushroom soup, potato salad, fried 

fish, and a variety of traditional Christmas cookies.  

     During the entire Christmas break, I was surrounded by loving 

members of my community and invited to their homes for lunch. I 

am continually amazed at my community’s hospitality and 

kindness toward me. We ate a variety of traditional Hungarian 

Christmas foods, like húsleves (similar to American chicken noodle 

soup with the broth, noodles, and chicken all served separately), 

rántott hús (deep-fried chicken), töltött káposzta (stuffed 

cabbage), and desserts like bejgli (rolled Christmas cake, either 

with poppyseed (mákos) or crushed walnut (diós) filling) and 

mézeskalács (gingerbread cookies). I am glad that I had the 

opportunity to get to know many of my colleagues and their 

families during this holiday break. Békés Karácsonyt és Boldog Új 

Évet! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Want more? 
Many things have happened since my last 
newsletter, and there was a lot I wanted to 
include that didn’t make the cut. For shorter 
updates (with more pictures!), check out 
my blog: kirsteninhungary.wordpress.com. 

The women of YAGM Central Europe exploring 

Budapest during our Advent retreat 

Szezonális Igevers (Seasonal Bible verse) 

A világosság a sötétségben fénylik, de a sötétség 

nem fogadta be.   János 1:5 (John 1:5) 


