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Sponsors for “Missionary for a Day” 

As part of my fundraising campaign for this year, I 
asked my family and friends to pick a day to sponsor 
me. Here are the days you have sponsored since 
January 1, 2015: 

 February 14: Jim and Marlene Creaser (in honor 
of daughter Caelan’s birthday) 

Lent Retreat 

   For our second mid-year retreat, we first traveled to 

Bratislava, Slovakia for four days of worship, Bible 

study, reflection, and play. Many of our sessions were 

led by pastors and teachers at the Bratislava 

International Church. We practiced listening for God in 

scripture, in our stories, in the city and in creation. Pr. 

Gail Mundt taught us about the five love languages, and 

how we receive and express love in these ways. We 

also had the chance to talk with the confirmation 

students over lunch, particularly about why we choose 

“to live among God’s faithful people”, as in our 

affirmation of baptism. 

   Then we went to Vienna, Austria (an hour by train 

from Bratislava) for a couple of days. We stayed at the 

Magdas Hotel, an upcycled retirement home that 

intentionally employs refugees. The CEO talked with us 

about the vision of their social business, the challenges 

they face, and the future of the hotel. If you ever go to 

Vienna, I recommend staying here!  One morning, we 

went to Schönbrunn Palace, the imperial summer 

residence of the Hapsburgs. There was so much history 

in one huge building, which intertwines with Hungarian 

history, and still has a lasting impact to this day.  

   Later that day, we went to Dialog im Dunkeln (Dialog 

in the Dark), a walk-through exhibit lead by a person 

who is blind. We walked through a forest, crossed a 

street, went shopping, rode a boat, and even visited a 

bar, all in complete darkness. It was really disorienting 

to have one of my senses gone. I felt really vulnerable, 

to depend on my other senses, the others in my group 

and our guide. I’d never realized how much I rely on my 

sight, and when that was taken away, it completely 

jolting. 
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Above: singing in the choir at Bratislava International Church 

Below: talking with confirmation students 

   The overall theme for the retreat was light and darkness, which really hit home for me. This year, it has 

been difficult to experience God in the ways that I’m used to: through daily worship, in song, in my 

relationships, and more. Many days I feel like God is not present in my life. However, the retreat exposed 

me to experiencing God through my other senses and in new places. I expected God to show up in the 

places She has in the past, but I was blind to the new ways that God is working through me in Miskolc. As I 

continue my service in the second half of this year, I pray that in times of darkness, even though I may not 

see Her, God is still beside me every step of the way. 
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Lutheran Worship in Hungary 
   Every Sunday, I attend worship at one of the three 
Lutheran churches in Miskolc: the Vasgyári church (next to 
the old iron factory), the Diósgyőri church (next to the 
famous Diósgyőr castle), or the Belvárosi church (downtown, 
next to the school I work at). If we go to Vasgyár or 
Diósgyőr, my site supervisor, Orsi, and I drive there, 
because it's too far to walk, but the Belvárosi church is 3 
minutes from my flat. 
   Of the Lutheran churches that I have seen in Hungary, 

most of them have long wooden pews with cushions, and a 

foot-rest that is similar to a kneeler in Catholic churches. The 

altar usually has a small metal crucifix, some candles, and 

maybe some flowers. There usually is a large painting of 

Jesus attached to the back of altar, depicting a significant 

moment in Jesus' ministry (praying in Gethsemane, 

teaching, rising from the tomb, etc.). All of the churches in 

Miskolc have an organ in the balcony, and there are sign 

boards on the walls of what hymns and liturgies to sing. 

  A Sunday worship service usually follows the same pattern: 
- opening hymn 
- invocation  
- confession and forgiveness (sung)  
- a reading (either from the Gospel or an Epistle) 
- the creed (included on the left!)  
- hymn  
- another reading (either from the Gospel or an Epistle)  
- the sermon 
- a hymn response 
- announcements  
- hymn 
- prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer (the 

church bells ring during the Lord’s Prayer) 
- benediction and blessing 
- closing hymn 

   We have communion once or twice a month, and that 

liturgy is added to the end of the service. The congregants 

who want to receive communion stick around while everyone 

else leaves. The pastor will feed you the wafer and the wine 

is from a common chalice. The Evangélikus énekeskönyv 

(Lutheran hymnal) is similar to the ELW: the liturgies are 

printed first, then some psalms, followed by all the hymns. At 

the back, there are many pages of prayers, the yearly 

lectionary, and table of contents for the hymns. Overall, 

worship is quite liturgical, and I appreciate having the same 

routine every Sunday. As we leave the service, we greet the 

pastor with “Erős vár a mi Istenünk!”, which is the equivalent 

of our “peace be with you!”, but translates to “A mighty 

fortress is our God!” Oh, Lutherans. 

Szezonális Igevers 
Mert te voltál a segítségem, szárnyad 
árnyékában ujjongok.  
Ragaszkodik hozzád lelkem, jobboddal 
támogatsz engem.  
Zsoltárok 63,7-8 (Psalm 63:7-8) 

Inside the Vasgyári templom 

Szezonális Igevers (Seasonal Bible verse) 

 

Apostoli Hitvallást (Apostle’s Creed) 
Hiszek egy Istenben, mindenható Atyában, 
mennynek és földnek teremtőjében. 
És Jézus Krisztusban, 
az Ő egyszülött Fiában, a mi Urunkban, 
aki fogantatott Szentlélektől, 
született Szűz Máriától, 
szenvedett Poncius Pilátus alatt, 
megfeszítették, meghalt és eltemették. 
Alászállt a poklokra, 
harmadnapon feltámadt a halottak közül, 
fölment a mennybe, 
ott ül a mindenható Atya Isten jobbján, 
onnan jön el ítélni élőket és holtakat. 
Hiszek Szentlélekben. 
Hiszem az egyetemes anyaszentegyházat, 
a szentek közösségét, 
a bűnök bocsánatát, 
a test feltámadását 
és az örök életet. Ámen. 


