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Sponsors for “Missionary for a Day” 

As part of my fundraising campaign for this year, I 
asked my family and friends to pick a day to sponsor 
me. Here are the days you have sponsored since 
March 1, 2016: 

 March 24: Doris and Russ Creaser (in honor of my 
birthday) 

 March 27: Doris and Russ Creaser (in honor of my 
father Steve’s birthday) 

 April 8: Carol and Lynn Miller (in honor of Carol’s 
birthday) 

 April 19: Jim and Marlene Creaser (in honor of 
daughter Brielle’s birthday) 

Easter in Hungary 

Kellemes Húsvéti Űnnepeket! Happy Easter!  

    For Easter, I was invited to travel to Slovakia with our 

chaplain, Páli, and his wife, Helga. We went to three different 

Hungarian-speaking villages for worship. I was asked to say a 

prayer in English and Hungarian, and help with communion 

at two of the services by serving wafers. In my experiences in 

Lutheran worship in Hungary, the pastor feeds you the wafer 

and tips the chalice of wine to your mouth, so it was a 

challenge for me to give people the wafers without touching 

their lips or face. The pastor also says the equivalent of “take 

and eat, this is my body, broken/given for you” while serving 

the wafers. I couldn’t remember all the words, but I managed 

to say “Ez az ő teste” (‘this is His body’) to every congregant. I 

loved being involved in worship in this way, and I didn’t 

realize I missed it so much until Easter Sunday.  

    Before Easter, we talked about the upcoming holiday in 

most of my classes. Many of my students said they eat ham 

with horseradish and eggs for Easter as they celebrate with 

family, but most do not go to church. Hungarian Easter eggs 

are quite beautiful, but I did not have the chance to make 

any. On Easter Monday, boys and men will visit their family 

and friends, reciting a poem or a song for the ladies, and will 

sprinkle them with water or perfume afterwards. In return, 

the women and girls give them a chocolate egg. You can read 

more about the tradition online or on the other YAGM 

Central Europe blogs. 

     Since Easter was so early this year, the weather was still 

chilly and hardly any trees had begun to bloom, so it was 

hard to get in to the resurrection spirit. As I write this now, a 

month later, spring has definitely sprung in northeastern 

Hungary. Within this past week, all of the trees on the Avas 

hillside have got their leaves, the lilacs are blooming, and the 

chestnut trees smell heavenly as I walk around Miskolc. It 

took the landscape a while to catch up, but it is hard to 

escape the joy of the resurrection with so much life around 

us. It is important to remember that as Christians, we are an 

Easter people, living into the joy of the resurrection as we die 

every day to sin. 
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In March, the school has “Kossuth Days”, a competition 

between the 11
th

 graders to rule the school (similar to our 

homecoming). The 11A class hosted human bowling, with 

these costumed kids as the pins.  

Helping with 

prayers at 

Lekenye, Slovakia. 

Beautiful Hungarian 

Easter eggs! 
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Spring Seminar: “Challenging Anit-Gypsyism through 
Grassroots Activism” 
    Every spring, Phiren Amenca hosts a week-long seminar in 

partnership with several other Roma NGO’s. This year, their 

seminar titled “Challenging Anti-Gypsyism through Grassroots 

Activism” was held in Valaska, Slovakia, at a community center 

owned by the Association of Young Roma Slovakia. There were  

over 30 young adult volunteers from several different countries: 

Austria, Spain, Hungary, Romania, Belgium, and Slovakia.  

    In one session, we discussed anti-gypsyism in our own 

placements. Miskolc has a high Roma population, and in 2014, a 

low-income (mostly Roma) neighborhood was evicted by the city 

to make room for a new football stadium and parking lot. A 

challenge of this year has been engaging with the local Roma 

communities: I work primarily at the high school, and there aren’t 

any programs for Roma through the Lutheran churches in Miskolc. 

It hurts to see so much hate and discrimination going on in my 

city, and I have been struggling to figure out where I fit in to all of 

it. Attending these seminars and educational events is crucial to 

creating awareness of Roma issues, and gives us an opportunity to 

share ideas and implement actions when we return to our cities. 

    To conclude the seminar, we held a short commemoration at a 

memorial in Nemecka, a village where over 900 people, including 

Roma, were executed in January 1945. A quote from Ceija Stojka  

(Roma Holocaust survivor) started the program:  

“If the world does not change now, if the world does 

not open its doors and windows, if it does not build 

peace – true peace – so that my great-grandchildren 

have a chance to live in this world, then I cannot 

explain why I survived Auschwitz, Bergen-Belsen, 

and Ravensbrück.” 

The program included a speech, facts about the Roma Holocaust 

in different languages, and we sang the Roma anthem, “Gelem, 

Gelem”. Though it was a small commemoration, it was a personal 

way to honor all the people who died and those who continue to 

suffer in the Banska Bystrica region. Overall, it was a joy to meet 

so many new people and to hear their stories from their voluntary 

service at this seminar. Though we discussed tough questions and 

addressed issues that seem too large to even begin to tackle, it 

gives me hope that there are people who are starting these 

conversations about anti-Gypsyism in their communities. Please 

continue to keep us all in your prayers as we work toward a more 

loving and just world. 

 

 
 

YAGM Sara 
and I ran a 
half marathon 
in Budapest 
on April 17. 
We had 
perfect 
weather for 
the course 
along the 
Danube River.  

Szezonális Igevers (Seasonal Bible verse) 

„Mit keresitek a holtak között az élőt? Nincs itt, 

hanem feltámadt.”  Lukacs 24,5-6 (Luke 24:5-6) 

 

Hungarian words that are easily confused 

egér mouse 
Eger a small city known for its 

dry red wine 

zserbo layered chocolate dessert 
pezsgő champange 
zsebkendő pocket tissue 

ágy bed 
agy brain 

kés knife 
kész ready 

szőlők grapes 
szülők parents 

 

The memorial 

statue where we 

held the 

commemoration. 


